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Architecture is an art, which gives appropriate solutions for user needs and it makes or 
rearrange the natural environment to comfortable living space. In other words it dwells the 
user in an artificial environment in which the user will have to live behave and act. Therefore 
eventually the built environment will be impact on the user and therefore, the identification of 
user needs and values are very essential, in order to produce good Architecture. 
Shelter is a basic need for human being and most Architects are getting involved in 
giving solutions for that particular problem. 
Interrelationship between the house and the human being may be the strongest one, 
compare to the other relationships. Because people spend their most part of their life within 
the house, and this interrelationship between built environment and user will be more 
complex when it goes from house to housing schemes. 
But it is seems to be that Architects see the architecture of housing in terms of material 
values rather tan human and social values. These human values are the needs of a society, 
which enhance the quality of life, and preserve the stability of the society. However "sense of 
community" is such an important value, which acts as a key binder of the society. 
Therefore community space in a residential neighborhood is the most vital ingredient 
contributing to strengthen the sense of community. 
In creation of community spaces housing layout designs have a major role to play. 
But it has been difficult due to various external forces, which shapes the built environment 
such as generators of architecture. These generates contribute to the vast variation of layout 
designs in housing. 
The communal life in modern society is very complicated. Hence, for an individual, 
life is an ongoing process between public and private spheres, which is always shaped by 
alienating forces. It is a challenge to achieve a stable community within such a complex 
situation. 
Due to the diversity of features in housing layout designs and complexity of user 
values and their complex relationship to the housing layout design, it is much more important 
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Chapter 0. Introduction 
0.1 Preamble - Housing as a Major Issue 
0.1.1 Housing, Homes and Dwelling 
Housing occupies second position in the order of basic needs behind food unlike food 
it is a durable thing as well as a service. The meaning of the term 'housing' differs according 
to the contact in which it is used. In the context of planning, housing means buildings for 
human habitation. From more complex point of view, housing is a product of various 
interrelated aspects having social cultural, economic, political and organizational dimensions. 
Housing relates to specific values, attitudes, and customs beliefs of the society. 
According to Dr. Dayarathne housing goes beyond the mere provision of house units. 
At the most rudimentary level, housing is the process enabling the act of dwelling 
establishing one's existence as appropriate for his living on the earth, in the form of making 
home. 
complex set of purposes. 
According to Dr. Dayarathne, the "house" is organization in direct relation ship to 
man. It has his external environment his affirmation to space. Making homes is entirely a 
private, personal affair. 
"Dwelling" is the process by which homes are made 
Home is a dream and an emotive bond built between the person and the world around 
him, homes are imbued with memories, personal emotions, histories, and sense of belonging. 
They provide the center of the world for individuals and families inculcate the desire and the 
strength to live. This is the ultimate aim of housing. Housing must enable home making. 
Housing in relation to social process associates with the aspects like human behavior, human 
settlements, social groupings, social states as well as some symbolic meanings. > 3 ^ . 
The issue of housing as we know them today are numerous and complex. But 
everyone reasonably familiar with housing issues as this has become a world problem. 
According to Rapaport the house is an institution, not just a structure created for a 
0.1.2 Housing Need and Housing Demand 
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Therefore both government and private sectors has been taken responsibility of this problem 
and therefore involved in mass housing. 
Housing need or housing requirement, express the extent to which housing conditions 
fall below the level or norms, considered necessary for health, privacy and the development 
of family conditions. Housing demand expresses a desire for housing supported by the 
economic ability to satisfy the desire. 
According to many researches, it shows relationship between house and form the self-
expression of the occupants. However house is the visible evidence of the occupant's life 
style, his family relationship as well as the income level. 
0.1.3 Architects and Housing 
In early decades involvement of Architects in mass housing was not a 
common thing. But within last two or three decades, involvement of architects in mass 
housing could be seen. 
In mass housing houses are built by someone and occupied by others. They are to be 
building to certain standards specified by agencies. The designers of housing schemes design 
it according to his concept. But spatial need of a man is complex it varies person to person 
Culture to culture. So values of people and psychological needs such as privacy, security, 
sense of belonging will also vary to a particular space. 
Architect has a major task in housing. Architect should understand and identify the 
social values, its complexity and value systems to transform those social values in to built 
environment. Than the occupants may satisfy in built environment. 
0.1.4 Housing and Social Values. 
With the complex growth and spread of different human groups and societies "the 
house is an institution not just a structure create for a complex set of purposes" Rapaport 
(1969:46) 
Housing is one of the basic needs of a person it is a product of various interrelated 
aspects having social, cultural, economical, political and organizational dimension. Due to 
rapid urbanization leads unaffordable increasing land prices, high demand for land, housing 
has become a major problem. To solve this problem to a certain extent, Government private 
sectors have been involved in housing. 
How ever the housing problem frequently has been defined in terms of quantity rather 
than quality. But the house is the most important fundamental build element, which is 
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required for man's existence. Therefore house should be something more than shelter. 
Therefore house should cater to the both qualitative and quantitative requirement of 
occupants. These qualitative requirements are the values of the people such as privacy, 
security, territoriality, "sense of community" etc. These quantitative requirements are floor 
area, no of housing units, economic aspects and regulations. Values can be called as common 
shared social elements or relationships. 
However the primary determinants ultimate build form are the socio-cultural factors. 
Because the value systems of the society comes from the culture. There fore the designing 
any physical setting for people should suitable for social and cultural behavior of people. 
John C. turner argues that the common mistake is in evaluating housing quantitatively 
in terms of it's objective appearance and that this is unrealistic. Instead the value of a house 
rather of the dwelling environment, is the quality of its response to the life situation of the 
person in the family and in the local community. In other words housing environment is to be 
conductive to the life situation of the people their social. 
0.1.5 Housing and Community Living 
Community could be defined as a group of people sharing together common interests. 
In traditional societies these interests were for religious purposes or for protection against 
enemies. In formation of public and private domains the socio-cultural attitudes values have 
been affected. The nature of the settlement pattern and house form acquired an identity 
inherent to that particular community. The layout pattern of earliest Tank Villages in Sri 
Lanka shows the clustering of houses leaving an open space at the center for communal 
activities or linear nature of settlement as in the case of Devalagama villages catering 
primarily to the needs of religious attitudes which was the focal point of the community. 
"Sense of community" is a major element, which strengthens the society. There fore 
early man lived in large community groups called "tribes". 
Due to the subsequent changes happened in the society the "sense of community" 
aspect has been eroded. But living in a community with people from different cultures 
different ideologies, values and attitudes, has an opportunity to a shared way of living. Other 
than that they can learn from each other and it helps to develop the personality ensuring a rich 
communal quality. Therefore, community space will enrich with social contacts, which is an 




These community spaces within neighborhood will help to create a good 
neighborhood through the interactions among neighbors and then it will be well functioning 
socially friendly neighborhood. 
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0.2 Topic Explanation 
0.2.1 Observation 
In present society in the design of housing, an increasing failure to develop a sense of 
community has become a major cause for concern. That is because a lacking in "sense of 
community" could be observed within housing schemes. This "sense of community aspect" 
has been lacking in various degrees within housing schemes. This degree of lacking in sense 
of community depends on the value of the user, which has been shaped by the culture, and 
the attitudes of the people. However this lacking in "sense of community" is critical issue due 
to the enduring nature of it. Today the housing also has become a major and complex issue. 
As a solution for such complex and major issue both private and government sectors have 
been involved in mass housing. In mass housing, they first cater for the quantitative 
requirements such as number of houses, floor area, economic aspects, building regulations ... 
etc and they do not cater for the qualitative aspects such as value of the user. 
Further, due to the negligence of the values such as "sense of community" of the user 
and due to the neglected areas within housing layout designs, has caused "gray areas". Such 
areas lead for increasing tendency of developing anti social activities such as, robbery, crime 
and vandalism. 
0.2.2 Criticality 
Human being is a social animal and he needs community living as well as the 
individual living. In early periods man lived in large communities. They shared common 
interests and value systems within their group. They encompass with the ability of 
communication and interaction with each other and this made the difference between animal 
and the human. This community living offered them security, sharing, learning ... etc and 
finally communal living established their survival. 
Due to the migration of people to the cities, growing population and the lack of land the 
demand for land has turn out to be an increasing dilemma. Due to the unaffordable land 
prices and for the convenience, people have inclined to buy houses from housing schemes. 
Therefore people of housing schemes exist form various social, cultural and religious groups. 
Such social and cultural aspects shape the attitudes as well. Each individual is unique and 
they vary from each another. As a result their values and attitudes also vary from each other. 
Common interests and value systems have to be shared when formulating a community, 
because community living offers chances for interactions . In that case the survival within the 
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society will be ensured within the society, and it will cause proper psychological balance. 
Because meeting of people is a basic human need. 
Due to the absence of sense of community anti social activities could happen within the 
community. This is a result of disused places within the neighborhood. Therefore to eliminate 
such antisocial activities appropriate social layouts should be designed, with full of life. 
Therefore layout designs of housing should be able to create life within the neighborhood 
spaces, and this could be achieved by means of generating, enhancing and developing "sense 
of community" within the community. 
0.2.3 Causes 
Three causes may be perceived for this problem that leads the designers to carry 
out nothing to solve. 
1. Designers may not know that there is such a vital connection between "sense 
of community" (as a value system) and the layout design. 
2. But in certain occasions designer may know the connection between sense of 
community and layout design, but due to various other current issues such as 
economic aspects and quantitative aspects quantitative aspects arising in mass 
housing, they may be destructed the connection. 
3. Other than that they might not know the correct mechanism of applying the 
layout design in the process of generating, developing and enhancing "sense of 
community". 
0.2.4 Intention of Study 
The main intention of this study is to examine the complex relationship between the 
different components of sense of community and the features of housing layouts. Hence the 
complex relationship between sense of community and layout design should be evidently 
demonstrated. 
This kind of study may be very important because it will point out where the 
architectures and designers should be aware in taking design decisions in mass housing. That 
is because, it is important to transform the social values in to built environment. Architects 





Further the methods applied in this study will also be a guide to carry out similar 
studies on implications of layout designs of various categories of people. 
Further this study will also be helpful to trace the mistakes done in the designing of 
built environment and layout designers of housing schemes. This will avoid repeating such 
mistakes in future designs. 
Finally this type of study will establish a new approach in the design process of mass 
housing in order to produce successful designs, which enhances the sense of community. 
0.2.5 Methodology 
First this study will identify the various determinants of housing, and will establish the 
"sense of community" as a part of value system, through a theoretical survey using various 
arguments made by well-known people. 
It will then establish the various types of housing layouts which could assist for 
community living or which not assist to cause "sense of community". Theory and social 
surveys done by various scholars would help to establish the merits and demerits of each 
typology of layouts. 
Finally this study will examine and establish the correlation between the features of 
^ layout designs and the sense of community as a value system. Several housing schemes are 
taken as case studies to establish and study the relationship between the layout design and the 
value systems of the user. 
First the layout of the particular scheme will be studied then through direct observation, 
the nature of communal life and the degree of their interactions could be found out. Other 
than that a social survey will be conducted via face-to-face interviews by means of a 
questionnaires. (Appendix 1) The questioner is regarding both with the built environment and 
the values of the user. 
Direct observation would help out to authenticate the data obtained at the interview. 
Selected three middle-income housing schemes that are using for my study will 
4 comprise with three different layout patterns. 
The significant no of persons will be interviewed to obtain a better result. The random 
sampling would give a better variety in selection of persons for interview. 
0.2.6 Scope and Limitation 
"Sense of community" is the generator of the social interaction. Community living is 
basically a result of variety of aspects such as socio cultural, environmental and behavioral 
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attitudes of man. It is observed that there is a direct relationship between the built 
environment and the values such as privacy, security, personality and sense of community of 
the user regarding housing. But at present, lacking of "sense of community" in varying 
degree could be observed within the neighborhoods. Therefore it is important to examine the 
correlation of features of layout design along with the aspects of "Sense of Community". 
Other than the above-mentioned unawareness of designers about the relationship 
between layout design and value systems, following causes also causes in lacking in sense of 
community. 
Though designers are aware of the values of user, but they should cater not only for 
quantitative requirements such as economic requirements, number of housing units, floor area 
... etc, and then they have neglected to cater for qualitative requirements. Some times 
designers do not know the mechanism of transforming value systems in to build environment. 
But due to the time limitation these causes have been deserted, in my study. Therefore 
this study is basically concerned to examine the contribution of features of layout designs to 
establish the sense of community as a vital social value. Therefore first chapter will discuss 
the determinants of housing. That is because the housing layouts are determinants of several 
basic factors, such as generators of architecture and value systems of user. Then in the second 
f chapter typology of housing layouts that determined by the certain factors such as generators 
of architecture will be studied. The third chapter will comprise with the correlation of the 
layout design and the sense of community. To examine of this relationship, three case studies 
will be used which have dissimilar layout patterns in the forth chapter. 
